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RED OR WHITE?

Gillian Vigman,

center,and other .

patrons enjoy the

tastes at Colorado SOARINGTO
Wine Co. = > NEW HEIGHTS

Sip and Smiile

Wine has a sense of humor at the Colorado Wine Co.,
where a recent tasting paid homage to Ponch, the hun-
ky brunet cop played by Erik Estrada on the late '70s TV
show “CHiPs.” Jennifer Nugent, who owns the shop with
her husband, John, explains, “You can only do ‘Merlots
From Around the World' so many times before you want
to kill yourself.” It's not that the Nugents don't take wine
COLORADO WINE CO. seriously; it's just that they want
2114 COLORADO BLVD. to make it accessible to every-
(323] 478 1aEs one. “I don't know when wine ART &

became this sort of rarefied topic,” Jennifer says. “That ,A_RCHWAECTERE'
attitude just sucks the life and joy out of it.” She stands

behind the wine bar in a curtained, sage-colored lounge

with a low "70s-style couch and a coffee table. About 20
customers sip hearty pours from South America and Italy
(the Ponch “theme” only extends to the décor) and snack
on rich cheeses and salty olives from Auntie Em’s Kitch-
en. Music from the band Someone Still Loves You Boris
Yeltsin filters through the air as actress Gillian Vigman g
sidles up next to the candle-lit shrine to Ponch. “| always
get super-pumped up at these parties,” Vigman gushes.
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